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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence. Then
mark the answer on your answer sheet.

His words should be understood in .................... in order to be correctly interpreted.
1) direction 2) context 3) expert 4) interest

She told her friends about her intention to go abroad, changing her first decision to keep it
1) secret 2) familiar 3) final 4) positive

She has ccocisensassonssss in her library the complete works of many Persian poets such as
Hafez, Mowlana, Sa’di, Nezami and Ferdowsi.

1) defended 2) arrived 3) collected 4) caused

A defining .....cccevnvnnenn. of online art is that it can be seen anywhere by anyone with
an Internet-connected computer.

1) characteristic 2) inspiration 3) spectator 4) artifact

For decades, the hygiene hypothesis has posited that the germs we are exposed to in
early childhood can .................... us from developing allergies.

1) desist 2) prescribe 3) cease 4) prevent

I was in need of money and not at all .................... about experiments, so I concurred
and received the new medicine at the local hospital.

1) affluent 2) plausible 3) respective 4) apprehensive
Some people suffer from a chronic case of rabid chauvinism; they brandish the banners
and shields of their own tribe and .................... those of the others.

1) exculpate 2) excoriate 3) extrapolate 4) expatiate

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Cognitive psychology focuses on how people perceive, store, and interpret information,
................... (8) processes like perception, reasoning, and problem solving.
................... (9) behaviorists, cognitive psychologists believe it is necessary to look at
internal mental processes in order to understand behavior. Cognitive psychology has been

extremely influential, and much contemporary research ................... (10)

1) that studies 2) studies 3) studying 4) and study
1) Unlike 2) Although 3) However 4) Even

1) is cognitive with nature 2) being in cognitive nature

3) is cognitive in nature 4) being naturally cognitive
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PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

The instruction of Arabic grammar (qawa id), which encompasses the branches of
nahw (syntax) and sarf (morphology), serves as a fundamental cornerstone in the
structural development of Arabic language competence. At the Madrasah Tsanawiyah
(MTs) level, equivalent to junior secondary school, mastery of gawa id not only
supports the comprehension of both classical and contemporary Arabic texts but also
functions as an early indicator of students’ success across all language skills—
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. However, the teaching of gawa id is often
confronted with pedagogical realities that are less than conducive to effective learning.

One of the most critical challenges is that students often struggle to grasp abstract
grammatical concepts, such as i7rab (inflection), word form transformations, and
sentence structures, particularly when the material is delivered unidirectionally
through lecture-based methods. The lack of visualization, hands-on experiences, and
contextual applications in grammar instruction causes many students to lose focus and
motivation to learn. This presents a significant challenge for teachers in delivering
interactive content, whether through effective teaching methods or the use of
instructional media. Frequently, educators place greater emphasis on theoretical
aspects without employing contextual approaches, which ultimately leads to a reliance
on rote memorization rather than deep understanding.

The underlined word “fundamental” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ..................... .

1) educational 2) essential

3) exciting 4) usual

The underlined word “that” in paragraph 1 refers to ..................... .

1) students 2) gawa ‘id

3) pedagogical realities 4) language skills

All of the following words are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT ..................... y

1) classes 2) content

3) early 4) experiences

According to paragraph 2, reliance on memorization instead of deep understanding is
caused by .....ccoevvviinninnns on the part of instructors.

1) frequent use of instructional media and interactive content

2) avoiding material delivery through lecture-based methods

3) insistence on visualization and hands-on experiences

4) emphasizing theory rather than contextual methods

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) Mastery of gawa d is the only indicator of students’ success across all language skills.
2) Struggle to grasp abstract grammatical concepts improves students’ critical thinking.
3) In general, effective teaching of Arabic grammar faces quite a few real challenges.
4) The use of instructional media decreases students’ focus and motivation to learn.
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PASSAGE 2:

Ferguson used the concept of “diglossia” in 1959 to describe a scenario where two
language varieties, high (H) and low (L), coexist and serve different purposes.
Fishman (1971), expanded the concept of diglossia to include multilingual societies
and distinguished it from bilingualism by its social implications.

In Arabic-speaking countries, Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and Spoken Arabic
(SpA) coexist within the same community, creating a unique context for literacy
development. Modern Standard Arabic is mostly used in formal settings like education
and writing, while SpA is naturally acquired and used for daily verbal interactions.
Abu Kwaik et al. (2018) found that not all regional dialects are equally distant from
MSA; nor are all regional dialects equally divergent from each other. Most of the
metrics that researchers have used imply that the Levantine dialects are generally
closest to MSA, whereas North African dialects are the most distant. Researchers have
also found convergence among the dialects of the Levant, with great linguistic overlap.
Therefore, the differences within SpA and between SpA and MSA highlight the need
to contextualize research within specific linguistic and cultural contexts in Arabic-
speaking regions.

Synthesizing research on the impact of diglossia on Arabic-speaking children and
literacy development shows the complex relationship between linguistic structure,
cognitive development, and educational outcomes. It raises important questions about
diglossic conditions and how MSA-SpA linguistic distances affect literacy
development. Researchers found significant semantic, syntactic, morphological, and
phonological differences between MSA and SpA, affecting language acquisition and
cognitive processing.

The underlined word “implications” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to .................. .

1) advocates 2) consequences

3) frustrations 4) impediments

According to paragraph 2, it should be noted that on some occasions ..........c...ceeeee.

1) there are convergences and overlaps among dialects that are closest to Modern
Standard Arabic

2) Spoken Arabic language is in fact used in settings such as higher education and
formal writing

3) all regional dialects are somewhat equally divergent from each other and from what
is known as MSA

4) research has shown that varieties of North African Arabic dialects are the most
distant from each other

According to paragraph 3, research has been able to demonstrate .....................

1) how and why literacy development can influence diglossic conditions such as the
MSA-SpA linguistic distance

2) that semantic, syntactic, morphological, and phonological differences between MSA
and SpA are quite negligible

3) the existence of an intricate association between areas such as cognitive development and
educational performance

4) that studies on the effects of diglossia in Arabic-speaking countries must focus on
children and literacy development
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According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) According to the concept of “diglossia”, high and low language varieties are not
employed for the same purposes.

2) Modern Standard Arabic and Spoken Arabic are often simultaneously present inside
a single community.

3) Fishman rejected the idea that “diglossia” does not apply to communities in which
several languages exist.

4) Modern Standard Arabic and Spoken Arabic both create a unique opportunity for
literary development.

The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?

I. What is an implication of the internal and external differences of SpA?

I1. Who first employed the concept of “diglossia” in an Arabic context?

II1. Which of the metrics used by researchers is most effective for studying Arabic?
1) Only I 2) Only II 3) Only III 4) I and 11

PASSAGE 3:

Andalusia, the Arab-ruled region on the Iberian Peninsula, emerged as one of the most
significant centers for the flourishing of Arabic literature between the 8th and 15th
centuries. [1] During this period, Andalusian literature developed its unique identity,
distinct from the dominant Arabic literary traditions of the Abbasid and Fatimid
dynasties. Unlike these contemporaneous centers of Arabic culture, Andalusian
literature was characterized by a profound multicultural synthesis, integrating elements
from not only Arabic traditions but also from the local Spanish culture, as well as
Jewish and Christian influences. This unique cultural blend provided Andalusian
writers with unprecedented creative freedom and expressive potential, enabling them
to explore new genres, themes, and forms that broadened the horizons of Arabic
literature. [2] The intermingling of different religious and cultural perspectives
fostered a rich literary environment that encouraged experimentation and innovation,
making Andalusian literature not only a vibrant branch of Arabic literature but also a
significant conduit for cross-cultural exchange.

The development of Andalusian literature cannot be fully understood without
considering the historical and cultural dynamics of medieval Iberia. [3] From the 8th
century onward, Andalusia became a crossroads of civilizations, where Muslim,
Christian, and Jewish communities coexisted and interacted. This multicultural
environment was characterized by political shifts, economic prosperity, and a
flourishing of intellectual and artistic endeavors. The Caliphate of Coérdoba,
established in the 10th century, played a central role in promoting cultural and
scholarly activities, attracting scholars, poets, and philosophers from across the Arab
world. The rise of the Caliphate of Cordoba marked a period of stability and immense
cultural development. [4] It transformed Cdrdoba into one of the leading intellectual
centers of the world, boasting large libraries, universities, and centers of learning.

Which of the following techniques is used in paragraph 1?
1) Statistics 2) Cause and effect
3) Anecdote 4) Appeal to authority
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22- According to paragraph 1, what distinguished Andalusia from other cultural hubs of the
Arablc-speaklng world was ....ooviiiiniinane.
1) its unique identity, which enabled it to dommate the Arabic literary traditions of the
Abbasid and Fatimid dynasties
2) promotion of experimentation and innovation by Arab rulers in order to make
Andalusian literature a branch of Arabic literature
3) incorporation of the components of several cultures, including native elements
along with those derived from other traditions
4) Andalusian rulers’ exceptional creativity and artistic potential, which enabled them
to explore new genres, themes, and forms
23- Which of the following words best describes the author’s attitude to the influence of the
Caliphate of Cordoba on Andalusian literature?
1) Suspicion 2) Frustration
3) Guarded approval 4) Endorsement
24- Which of the following is the best title for the passage?
1) The Influence of Andalusian Literature on Arabic Literature
2) A Brief History of Arabic Literature in the Pre-Islamic Era
3) Arabic literature: Its Origins and Contemporary Condition
4) The Lives and Works of Two Great Andalusian Poets
25- In which position marked by [1], [2], [3] and [4], can the following sentence best be
inserted in the passage?
The distinctiveness of Andalusian literature lies in its ability to serve as a bridge between
various cultural and intellectual traditions, reflecting the complex social fabric of the time.

D[1] 2)[2] 3) 3] 4) [4]
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