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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1-  Please leave ---------- directions for the housekeeper, so she knows what needs to be done.
1) authentic 2) restless 3) cursory 4) explicit

2-  The islands ---------- their name from the sacred images found on them by the early
European navigators.
1) derive 2) tlustrate 3) infer 4) grasp

3-  People love the Presidio because it is in close ---------- to many area attractions, including
the famous aquarium, the SFB Morse Botanical Reserve and the Spanish Bay Resort
Golf Course.
1) relevance 2) proximity 3) accord 4) observation

4-  This system, which for many years subsequently was regarded as authoritative, has been
subjected to ---------- criticism by later economists, and it is perhaps not too much to say
that it now possesses mainly a historical interest.
1) transient 2) feeble 3) vigorous 4) shaky

5-  Although Norman could ---------- his sister’s story about her innocence to absolve her, he
refused to do so because he was angry at her.
1) corroborate 2) testify 3) fulfill 4) retain

6-  When he came in to tea, silent, ---------- , and with tear-stained face, everybody pretended
not to notice anything.
1) facetious 2) showy 3) mercurial 4) morose

7-  Since color is absorbed as it travels through water, the deeper you are, the more likely
you will notice a ---------- in the clarity of reds, oranges and yellows.
1) intensification 2) deception 3) reduction 4) competition

8- As the students argued, the teacher tried to ---------- them into silence with the threat of a
detention.
1) impose 2) condemn 3) condense 4) coerce

9-  Teachers who consider cartoons and comic books ---------- to students’ literacy skills
often use class time to deride these media.
1) pertinent 2) harmful 3) conducive 4) indispensable

10- Salt is valued not only because of its ---------- as a condiment and preservative, but also

because they are essential to the health of humans and animals.
1) variances 2) properties 3) predictors 4) temptations



PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Being funny has no place in the workplace and can easily wreak havoc (11) ----------
an otherwise blossoming career. Of course, laughter is necessary in life. But if you
crack jokes (12) ---------- snide remarks at work, you will eventually not be taken
(13) ---————--- . You will be seen as someone who wastes time (14) ---------- could better
be spent discussing a project or an issue. Additionally, many corporate-minded
individuals do not have the time to analyze comments with hidden meanings-they will
take what you say (15) ---------- and as an accurate representation of your
professionalism in the workplace.

11- 1)on 2) In 3) at 4) for
12- 1) which they make 2) to be made 3) and make 4) then make
13- 1) by some others serious 2) serious by others
3) being seriously by others 4) seriously by others
14- 1)and 2) when 3) that 4) that 1t
15- 1) is absolute 2) as absolute 3) be absolute 4) that 1s absolute

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

The Qur’an introduced a new way of writing to the world. People began studying and
applying the unique styles they learned from the Qur’an to not only their own writing,
but also their culture. Writers studied the unique structure and format of the Qur’an in
order to identify and apply the figurative devices and their impact on the reader.

The Qur’an inspired musicality in poetry through the internal rhythm of the verses.
The arrangement of words, how certain sounds create harmony and the agreement of
rhymes create the sense of rhythm within each verse. At times, the chapters of the
Qur’an only have the rhythm in common.

The repetition in the Qur’an introduced the true power and impact repetition can
have in poetry. The repetition of certain words and phrases made them appear more
firm and explicit in the Qur’an. The Qur’an uses constant metaphors of blindness and
deafness to imply unbelief. Metaphors were not a new concept to poetry, however the
strength of extended metaphors was. The explicit imagery in the Qur’an inspired many
poets to include and focus on the feature in their own work. The poet ibn al-Mu’tazz
wrote a book regarding the figures of speech inspired by his study of the Qur’an. Poets
such as Badr Shakir al Sayyab expresses his political opinion in his work through
imagery inspired by the forms of more harsher imagery used in the Qur’an. The Quran
uses figurative devices in order to express the meaning in the most beautiful form
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possible. The study of the pauses in the Qur’an as well as other rhetoric allow it to be
approached in a multiple ways.

The writer of this passage mainly emphasizes ---------- :

1) the language of the Qur’an and its influence on poetry

2) both a new way of writing and a new culture

3) the format of the Qur’an in order to identify it

4) the Qur’an’s figurative devices stemming from old Arabic poetry

It’s stated in the passage that the Quranic verses ---------- %

1) show a different style of rhyme 2) have been asserted in poetry
3) have a common rhythm 4) are naturally rhythmic
According to the passage, repetition is a ---------- :

1) figurative device introduced by the Qur’an

2) unique style used by the writers to attract their readers

3) method utilized to create harmony between words and sound

4) literary device used to show some words are stronger and bolder
The word “explicit” in paragraph 3 can be substituted by ---------- ;
1) implied 2) clear 3) creative 4) suggestive
Poets use figurative devices in their works to ---------- "

1) express their political opinions in a new form

2) allow their readers to comprehend them better

3) represent the meaning in a striking way

4) show their power to their readers

PASSAGE 2:

The first examples of tafsir can be traced back to Muhammad. According to Islamic
belief, as the Qur’an was revealed to him, he recited the verses to his companions,
usually explaining their meanings to teach them, as it was one of Muhammad's
responsibilities. Elements of Muhammad's explanations including clarifying verses
whose intents are not understood, the indication of names, places, times etc. which
have not been mentioned in the verse, restriction of meanings which have been given
as absolute and reconciliation of expressions which seem contradictory.

After the death of Muhammad, his companions (sahabah) undertook the task of
interpretation, thus starting a new age in tafsir. Most of the sahabah, including Abu
Bakr, refrained from commenting based on their personal views, and only narrated
comments by Muhammad. Others including ibn Abbas used their own knowledge
from the Arabic language to interpret the Qur’an. At this stage, tafsir was selective and
concise regarding its coverage, and only certain words, phrases and verses were
explained. The Qur’an was still not fully interpreted, and commentaries were not
separated from the hadith collection nor written separately, mainly due to other
occupations such as the collection of the Qur’an.

By the time of the next generations gnsuing the sahabah, scholars in the age of the
successors (tabi’in) started using a wide range of sources for tafsir. The whole of the
Qur’an is interpreted, and narrations are separated from tafsir into separate books and
literature. During this time, a whole range of schools of tafsir came into existence in
different scholastic centers, including Mecca, Medina and Iraq. Iraqgi schools of tafsir
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came to be known for an approach relied on personal judgment aside from the
transmitted reports, and Jewish apocryphal reports were also widely employed.
Notable compilers on this age including Sufyan al-Thawri.

Until this age, tafsir had been transmitted orally and had not been collected
independently in a book, rather, they had been gathered by muhaddithun in their hadith
books, under the topic of tafsir, along with other narrations of Muhammad. This
indicates that tafsir, in its formative age, used to be a special domain within hadith.
Widening of the scope of tafsir and emergence of mufassirun in the age of the
successors lead to the development of an independent discipline of tafsir.

All of the following are cited as features of Muhammad’s interpretations EXCEPT

1) the indication of how to comment on verses

2) the removal of contradiction in true expressions

3) explaining the meaning of verses not be comprehended

4) revealing some special things not brought in verses

Tafsir, immediately after the death of prophet, ---------- 4

1) was merely based on narrated comments by Muhammad

2) was done carefully and precisely by Prophet’s companions

3) introduced a new age according to commenting on the whole of Quran
4) provided elucidation of verses through word-by-word meaning

The word “ensuing” in paragraph 3 means ---------- :
1) remembering 2) including 3) following 4) imitating
A distinct major of tafsir emerged ---------- ‘

1) by broadening knowledge of the Arabic language

2) when Sahabah undertook the task of interpretation

3) with the arrival of mufassirun in the age of tabiin

4) when Abu Bakr ordered Sahabah not to make personal interpretations
Iraqi schools, according to the passage, ----------

1) interpreted Qur’an based on their mchwduals Views

2) received the correct reports on the Qur’an

3) recorded the explanations according to various data

4) collected all interpretations on the verses and preserved them

PASSAGE 3:

The miraculous nature of the Qur'an lies in the knowledge it contains and this is an
everlasting, renewable and a living proof. The Qur'an was given to mankind more than
fourteen centuries ago. Recent advancements in various sciences have revealed
innumerable facts. None of these discoveries contradict a single verse of the Qur’an. In
fact, each time the world makes a breakthrough in unravelling the universe, we
increase in certainty that the One who created this universe is the One who revealed
the Qur’an. It 1s filled with important facts which were revealed at a point in human
history when no man could possibly have known them. The Qur’an speaks about the
origins of the universe, workings of celestial bodies, stages of embryonic human
development, behavioural patterns of species, historical and archaeological truths, etc.
A miracle is a divine act which defies and transcends universal laws which God
grants to the Prophets in order to convince people of the truth of their message. The
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Qur’an uses the word ‘Ayat’ [literally meaning ‘sign’] to describe this phenomenon.
These Divine miracles are designed to provide people with the capacity to perceive
them as signs of God's power, knowledge and will over all things in the universe. For a
miracle to have full impact it should relate to an area of knowledge in which its
intended audience are well versed; in this way can a miracle fulfil its purpose.
Historically, every Prophet was given miracles and these were witnessed by their
respective contemporaries. The Prophet Muhammad is unique in the chain of
Prophethood, for unlike all previous Prophets, He was sent as God's final Prophet and
Messenger for all mankind. Reason demands, therefore, that he should have a
universal miracle that is not bound by time or geographical considerations.

The best title for this passage is ---------- ,

1) Scientific Miracles of the Qur’an

2) Quranic Integrity and Scientific Advancement

3) Effectiveness of the Qur’an on the Modern Science
4) The Qur’an as the Miracle of Prophet Muhammad

All of the following are the characteristics of the Quranic data But ---------- .
1) being always true 2) being paradoxical

3) being permanent 4) capable of being renewed
Discoveries in the universe ---------- .

1) reveal the mysteries containing in the Qur’an

2) acquire their basic knowledge from the divine books

3) relate to the areas of knowledge in which all people are competent

4) confirm this truth that the creator of cosmos and that of the Qur’an are the same
The word “defies” in paragraph 2 can be substituted by ---------- i

1) considers 2) disproves 3) challenges 4) achievesw
It’s stated in the passage that the Miracle of Muhammad ---------- .

1) is unconfined to time and place

2) was detected by his respective contemporaries

3) revealed its purpose to all people of its era

4) helped to spread of knowledge like those of other prophets
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